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1. Purpose
Stanton St John Parish Council recognises the valuable contribution made by local voluntary, community and not-for-profit organisations. The Council may provide financial assistance where this provides a clear and proportionate benefit to the residents and community of Stanton St John.
This policy ensures that grant applications are considered fairly, transparently and consistently, and that public money is used responsibly.
2. Annual Grant Round
The Parish Council will operate one grant application round each year.
For 2027/28:

Closing date for applications: 30 September 2026
Applications considered: October 2026
Decisions: as part of the Council’s annual budget-setting process
Payment: following approval and completion of any conditions attached to the award
Applications received after 30 September 2026 will normally be considered in the following year’s grant round. The Council will not normally consider individual grant requests outside the annual process.
3. Eligibility
Applications may be considered from local voluntary and community organisations, charities, community groups, clubs and societies, and other not-for-profit organisations.
Organisations based outside the parish may be considered where the proposed activity provides a direct and demonstrable benefit to Stanton St John residents.
4. Eligible Purposes
Grants may be awarded towards projects, activities or items which benefit Stanton St John residents; support community activities and participation; improve community facilities or services; support the wellbeing, social life or development of the local community; provide community, cultural, recreational or educational opportunities; or otherwise provide a clear community benefit.
5. Community Benefit and Value for Money
The principal consideration will be the benefit provided to the Stanton St John community in relation to the amount requested.
Applicants must explain who will benefit, approximately how many Stanton St John residents will benefit, how the project benefits the community, why Parish Council funding is needed, and how the amount requested represents reasonable value for money.
The Council will consider whether the level of community benefit is commensurate with the expenditure proposed.
6. One Grant Per Organisation
An organisation may normally receive only one grant from Stanton St John Parish Council in any financial year. Where an organisation has several projects, these should be combined into one application where possible. Receipt of a grant in one year does not create an entitlement to funding in subsequent years.
7. Grant Budget and Award
The total grants budget will be determined by the Parish Council as part of its annual budget-setting process.
The Council may award the full amount requested, award a smaller amount, or decline the application. Submission of an application does not guarantee funding.
8. Applications Normally Not Funded
The Council will normally not provide grants for:

individuals;
political parties or political campaigning;
retrospective expenditure where the project or purchase has already taken place;
activities primarily commercial or undertaken for private profit;
general fundraising where no specific project or community benefit is identified;
activities that are primarily the statutory responsibility of another public authority;
projects benefiting primarily private individuals or privately owned property; or
organisations unable to demonstrate a benefit to Stanton St John residents.
These exclusions do not prevent the Council from considering an application where statutory power or circumstances apply.
9. Other Funding
Applicants should make reasonable efforts to obtain funding from other appropriate sources and should declare other grants received or applied for, fundraising undertaken, and any significant contribution made by the organisation itself.
The Council may take the applicant’s overall financial position and other sources of funding into account.
10. Supporting Information
Applicants should provide sufficient information for the Council to make an informed decision, normally including the completed application form, project description, amount requested, expenditure breakdown, expected community benefit, details of other funding and the organisation’s most recent accounts or financial statement.
Incomplete applications may not be considered.
11. Decision-Making
Applications will be considered by the Parish Council at a properly convened Council meeting. The Council will consider the community benefit, number of residents likely to benefit, amount requested, value for money, whether the benefit is commensurate with expenditure, availability of funds, the applicant’s financial position and other funding, and compliance with this policy.
The Council’s decision will be final and reasons for decisions should be recorded in the minutes.
12. Conflicts of Interest
Councillors must declare relevant interests in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and applicable legislation. A councillor with a relevant interest must not participate where the relevant rules require them to withdraw.
13. Payment and Conditions
Approved grants will normally be paid by bank transfer following the Council’s formal decision at the start of the next financial year, which is the first week in April, and completion of any conditions attached to the award. The Council may specify that a grant must be used for a particular purpose and may request evidence that the grant has been spent accordingly.
14. Unspent or Misused Grants
If a grant is not used for the purpose for which it was awarded, the Council may require all or part of the grant to be repaid. Any significant change to the purpose of an approved grant should be agreed with the Parish Council before the money is spent.
15. Transparency
Details of grants awarded will be recorded in the Council’s minutes and financial records. The Council may publish details of successful applications, including the organisation, purpose of the grant and amount awarded, subject to applicable data protection requirements.
16. Review
This policy will be reviewed periodically and may be amended where necessary to reflect changes in legislation, guidance or the Council’s circumstances.



