STANTON ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL

www.stantonstjohnparishcouncil.gov.uk

Unapproved Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 20 October 2025 at 7:30pm in the Village Hall

Present:
ClIr Andrew Clark (Chair), Cllr David Polgreen, Cllr Greta Shepherd, Cllr Justin Worrall,
and five members of the public. Clerk Anita James.

73/25 Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Dina Cooper (Vice-Chair) and Clir David Elliott.
74/25 Declarations of Interest, Dispensations, or Use of Delegated Powers

ClIr Andrew Clark declared that he is a member of the Parochial Church Council.
CllIr David Polgreen declared that his spouse is a member of the Mill Street Book Club.

75/25 Public Forum
(Commenced at 7:35pm and concluded at 8:09pm)

A representative of the WI reported that a member had recently tripped and fallen outside the
Village Hall due to inadequate exterior lighting. Although the individual was unharmed, the
representative noted that many regular hall users are older residents, and good lighting is
essential for their safety and confidence.

Another resident asked whether lighting could also be extended to the car park, which
becomes very dark at night.

The Chair advised that lighting for the Village Hall would be discussed under agenda item
79/25.

A resident raised concern about excessive noise from the Village Hall during weekend
events. They explained that the number of private parties had increased over the summer,
sometimes lasting all day and late into the evening, with “loud, repetitive drumming” and
outdoor noise from guests and children playing. They noted that the hall’s central location
meant that sound easily carried into nearby homes.

The resident acknowledged that the Village Hall needed to generate income but offered to
work with organisers to review hire conditions and the number of events permitted.
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A member of the Parish Council confirmed having also heard the drumming noise and agreed
that it was loud and intrusive. The Chair advised that the issue would be addressed under
agenda item 80/25.

The Church Warden reported that the redundant dog bin had now been removed from the
church grounds. They also mentioned that an email sent on 10 October regarding possible
applications for a food and warmth grant and the installation of a bicycle rack outside the
Village Hall had not yet been acknowledged. The Clerk apologised for the delay and
confirmed that this would be actioned as soon as possible.

The Church Warden asked District Councillor Tim Bearder about the possibility of funding
from his Councillor Priority Fund to support the bicycle rack project. Cllr Bearder invited the
Parish Council to submit a grant application.

Another resident reported that green conifer waste had been dumped on Millennium Green
land and also raised concerns about renewed antisocial behaviour in that area. They noted
that police visits in the past had been effective in deterring such behaviour. The Chair
confirmed this would be discussed under agenda item 81/25.

The same resident highlighted that kerbstones near the shop had been loosened by the 108
bus and kindly offered to assist with repairs. The Clerk agreed to follow up with him
regarding this.

A representative from the Friends of the Four Parishes Community Shop provided an
update on their initiative to establish a community-run shop following the closure of the
previous village shop. The group, made up entirely of volunteers, aims to create a flexible
structure that isn’t totally reliant on a fixed venue, offering a social meeting place where
residents can enjoy refreshments and purchase basic items.

A presentation outlining the group’s mission and next steps will take place at 6pm on
Monday 3 November 2025 in Stanton St John Village Hall. The event will serve to gauge
interest and gather community input.

76/25 Report from County and District Councillor Tim Bearder

Clir Bearder expressed his support for the Four Parishes Community Shop initiative and
provided updates on several matters:

e Local Government Reorganisation:

A meeting for parish chairs will be held at the Merry Bells, Wheatley, on 27 October,
to discuss local governance proposals.

e South Oxfordshire District Council — Councillor Community Grant Scheme:
The scheme remains open until 5 December. Cllr Bearder encouraged applications
for ward projects that strengthen community life.

At county level, the Councillor Priority Fund is also open for initiatives promoting
wellbeing and enhancing shared spaces.
Details: Oxfordshire Councillor Priority Fund

e Joint Local Plan:

ClIr Bearder reported that the Planning Inspectors have recommended the withdrawal
of the South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Joint Local Plan due to issues with
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the “duty to co-operate” with Oxford City Council. He expressed disappointment,
noting that the plan had been developed over several years to reflect local priorities
for sustainable growth, affordable housing, and infrastructure. The councils are now
reviewing the Inspectors’ letter to determine next steps.

e Oxford Congestion Charge — Update:
The permit application system for Oxford’s temporary congestion charge is now live,
with residents entitled to 25 free permits.
Free Park and Ride travel will be available for three months from 29 October,
allowing up to two adults and three children to travel free with a valid parking ticket.
The scheme aims to reduce city congestion and encourage sustainable travel.

Cllr Bearder also acknowledged and supported the forthcoming public meeting with
Oxfordshire County Council to gauge interest in closing Shepherd’s Pit Lane to through
traffic, enhancing safety ahead of the Land North of Bayswater Brook development. The
meeting will take place at 7pm on Wednesday 12 November in the Village Hall.

77/25 Approval of Previous Minutes

The Chair advised that a declaration of interest recorded in the previous minutes was
incorrect and should be deleted. Subject to this amendment, the minutes were approved.

78/25 Updates on Previous Actions

o Traffic Calming: Notes from the May public meeting have been published on the
Parish website.

o Pigeon Deterrent: Installed and effective.

o Larger Dog Bin: Delivered and awaiting installation.

o Exterior Lighting — Village Hall: Cllr Clark to source lights and arrange installation
by an electrician.

o Hearing Loop: Clerk to obtain key for activation — not yet actioned.

o Disabled Parking at the Village Hall: Clerk has identified a supplier; signs and
white line markings on the kerb only to be arranged.

79/25 Exterior Lighting at the Village Hall

Council agreed that the external lighting at the Village Hall must be upgraded promptly.
An electrician has been booked for Wednesday 23 October.

RESOLVED: To purchase and install new lighting at the Village Hall to improve safety and
accessibility.

80/25 Noise in the Grounds of the Village Hall
Following discussion, Council RESOLVED to meet with the Village Hall Management
Committee to find a balance between the hall’s financial sustainability and the need for peace

and quiet for nearby residents.

Action: Cllrs Andrew Clark and David Polgreen to meet with the Village Hall Management
Committee.



81/25 Antisocial Behaviour in the Village Hall Car Park
Council received reports of ongoing antisocial behaviour in the Village Hall car park.

Action: The Clerk will contact the Police Liaison Officer to request police visits to the
Millennium Green to deter such activity.

82/25 Planning
82.1/25 New Applications

o P25/S2777/S73 — Rectory Farm, Pound Lane, Stanton St John
Variation of Conditions 1 and 2 (Temporary Permissions) on P20/S2644/FUL to
allow continued siting of mobile homes for essential seasonal agricultural workers for
a further five years.

Action: No objection. Clerk to update the Planning Portal.
82.2/25 Planning Decisions

o P25/S2393/HH - 2 Silver Birches, OX33 1HH — Single-storey rear extension.
Approved 26 September 2025.

o P25/S2577/LDP — 3 Courtfield Road, OX33 1HA — Enclosure of open porch under
existing roof. Certificate of Lawful Use granted 29 August 2025.

82.3/25 Pending Applications

o P25/S2575/S73 — St Gabriels, Bayswater Road, OX3 9RZ — Variation of conditions
on P24/S0905/FUL (replacement dwelling).

o P25/S2551/N4B — Breach Farm, Wheatley Road, OX33 1FG — Conversion of
agricultural building to five dwellings.

o NP25/S1469/HH — Woodside House, Woodperry Hill — Two-storey side extension.

82.4/25 Applications Withdrawn
None.

83/25 Financial Matters
83.1/25 Payments for Approval

Clerk salary/HMRC/pension

Microshade IT (September) — £99.24

OALC Training (Planning) — £156.00

TFM (Dog Bin) — £55.85

Greenfield Partnership (Christmas Tree) — £420.00

RESOLVED: All payments approved.

83.2/25 Online Banking Authorisation
Cllrs Andrew Clark and David Polgreen to authorise payments online following the meeting.



83.3/25 Quarterly Reconciliation to 30 September 2025

e Unity Current Account: £25,293.82

e Unity Savings Account: £15,593.94

o Scottish Widows Account: £9,751.51
Total: £50,639.27

Reconciliation noted and signed by two signatories.
84/25 Donations

84.1/25 Mill Street Book Club
Council agreed in principle that the project was worthy of support but requested further
details on the amount sought and total project costs before reaching a decision.

Action: Clerk to write to the Book Club for clarification.

84.2/25 Donation to the Church for Grass Cutting
Historically, the Parish Council arranged grass cutting in the church grounds. Current
regulations now permit donations to churches for this purpose.

RESOLVED: To donate a sum of money directly to the Church for grass-cutting expenses.
85/25 Chair’s Update

e Cricket Pavilion: The Clerk has confirmed with the Cricket Club that no asbestos
survey is on record.

o Footpath Lighting Review: Council approved replacing two lights as proposed by
ClIr Clark.

e Christmas Tree and Carols: Invoice paid.

e Village Archives: Parish Council records are stored in the Village Hall. The Clerk
and CllIr Clark to review materials and arrange archiving.

o Parish Records and Loft Clearance: Council agreed to explore the cost of clearing
and boarding the loft for secure storage.

o Village Shop Initiative: Council expressed full support for the Four Parishes
Community Shop project.

e Training: The Clerk and Cllr Polgreen will attend the OALC Planning Response
Seminar on 4 November.

e Local Government Reorganisation: Cllr Clark reported attending the Beckley
meeting on 22 September and will attend the upcoming Chairs meeting in Wheatley
on 27 October.

86/25 Traffic Working Party Update

Oxfordshire County Council is proposing to convert Shepherd’s Pit Lane into a safer, traffic-
free route for pedestrians and cyclists. The proposal includes installing a modal filter (either
a gate or bollards) to prevent through traffic while maintaining access for residents and
landowners.



A drop-in session with OCC representatives will be held at 7pm on Wednesday 12
November 2025 in the Village Hall. Residents are encouraged to attend to learn more and
share feedback.

87/25 Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting of Stanton St John Parish Council will be held on Monday 17 November
2025.

Agenda items should be submitted to the Clerk by 10 November 2025.

The meeting commenced at 7.33pm and concluded at 9.50pm.



