
 

 

STANTON ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL 
www.stantonstjohnparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 17 March 2025 at 7:30 PM in the 
Village Hall 

Present: 
Cllr Andrew Clark (AC) – Chair 
Cllr Greta Shepherd (GS) 
Cllr David Polgreen (DP) 
Cllr Justin Worrall (JW) 
Twelve members of the public 

146. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Dina Cooper and Cllr David Elliott. 

147. Declarations of Interest, Dispensations, or Use of Delegated Powers 
None. 

148. Public Forum (7:35–7:55 PM) 

• Several residents raised concerns about new trees recently planted in Middle Road, 
stating that neither residents nor the Parish Council had been informed. It was felt 
the trees were not correctly positioned. 

• A resident referred to application P25/S0393/N4B (Breach Farm) and queried 
whether the Parish Council had submitted an objection. The Chair confirmed that 
the Council had already submitted objections on several grounds. 

• The same resident enquired whether the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held 
on 6 March 2025 had been properly advertised. The Clerk confirmed that the 
meeting had been published on the Parish Council’s website during the preceding 
week, which complied with the statutory notice period. 

• Several residents raised safety concerns about the recent change to the 108 bus 
route, which now stops only on the B4027 and no longer at the Village Shop. This 
change presents difficulties for those with limited mobility as it involves crossing a 
busy road and walking a longer distance. 

• A resident enquired whether the Parish Council had been consulted on the route of 
the proposed Oxford Greenways Cycleway. It was noted that while Shepherds Pit 
was mentioned in public consultation materials as "permitting a mixed traffic 
provision".  

• A resident reported that the recent annual litter pick was a success, with 25 
volunteers collecting approximately 40 bags of litter. A request was made for the 
Council to send a formal letter of thanks to the organiser. 

149. Report from County and District Councillor Tim Bearder 
Cllr Tim Bearder attended the meeting and gave a detailed report covering local and 
regional matters of interest to the Parish Council. 
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• Greenways Cycle Route: Cllr Bearder confirmed that there are currently no fixed or 
confirmed plans for the routing of the Oxford Greenways Cycleway through 
Shepherds Pit. He agreed to investigate the proposed route further and to keep the 
Parish Council informed of any developments. 

• OxWED LLP Correspondence to MPs: Cllr Bearder reported that OxWED LLP—a joint 
venture between Nuffield College, the University of Oxford, and Oxford City 
Council—had written to several senior Members of Parliament including The Rt Hon 
Rachel Reeves MP, The Rt Hon Angela Rayner MP, and The Rt Hon Steve Reed OBE 
MP. The correspondence raised concerns about delays to housing development 
projects in Oxford caused by conditions imposed by the Environment Agency, 
referring to them as "Grampian conditions". These conditions prevent development 
from commencing until specified off-site infrastructure is in place. 

• Concerns over Sewage Infrastructure: Cllr Bearder stressed his concern that unless 
serious infrastructure issues—particularly in relation to sewage—are resolved, the 
viability and livability of planned housing developments will be compromised. He 
cited the example of the land north of Bayswater Brook, where inadequate sewage 
infrastructure remains a significant unresolved issue. He emphasised that such 
matters must be addressed before development can proceed safely and sustainably. 

150. Approval of Minutes from the Meeting Held on 17 February 2025 
The minutes were approved as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chair. 

151. Update on Outstanding Actions 

• Emergency Action Plan: JW confirmed he had spoken to Elaine and suggested the 
Parish Council needs its own distribution list. 

• Highways Engagement: AC and DP are scheduled to meet with Highways at 2:00 PM 
on 25 March. 

• Shepherds Pit: The Clerk is awaiting photographs from the Gresswell Trust (chased 
on two occasions). Highways will not consider replacement of trees without visual 
proof. Although photos are not available, the Clerk now holds receipts and will raise 
the issue with Highways again. 

• Lighting Review: AC to circulate lighting specification documents to councillors – 
carried forward. 

• Traffic Calming: AC to arrange a meeting of the Traffic Working Party. 
• Bollards: The Clerk has written to the resident to provide further context on the 

Council’s decision to temporarily remove the bollards. 
• Oxford Unitary Authority: The Clerk confirmed that the Council had signed the joint 

letter sent by the Chair of Beckley Parish Council, opposing the proposed creation of 
a large Unitary Authority and submitted it to the Devolution Minister. 

152. Planning Matters 

152.1 New Applications 

• P25/S0393/N4B – Breach Farm, Wheatley Road: Change of use from agricultural 
barn to five two-bedroom dwellings. Application registered 12 February 2025. Due to 



 

 

timing constraints, the Council submitted an objection ahead of the meeting. Clerk 
to update the Planning Portal accordingly. 

152.2 Planning Decisions 

• P25/S0278/CM – Sewage Treatment Works, Polecat End Lane, Forest Hill: Extension 
of facility with additional infrastructure. Approved – 13 February 2025. 

• P25/S0146/DIS – Discharge of Condition 9 on application P21/S1599/FUL: Approved 
– 4 February 2025. 

152.3 Pending Applications 

• P24/S3692/LB & P24/S3690/FUL – The Star Inn: Conversion and additional dwellings. 

152.4 Planning Appeals 

• P24/S2074/O – Land at Bayswater Farm Road: Outline application for 76 dwellings 
and a care home. Public Inquiry to be held on 1 April 2025 in Wallingford. 

152.5 Planning Withdrawals 

• P24/S3770/LDP – Hawkhill Place: Certificate of lawfulness for reinstatement. 
Withdrawn – 4 March 2025. 

153. Registration with the Information Commissioner’s Office 
Approved by the Council. 

154. Approval of Governance Documents (Previously Circulated) 
The following documents were reviewed and approved: 

• Updated Standing Orders (NALC Model 2022) 
• Updated Financial Regulations (NALC Model 2024) 
• Data Protection Policy 
• ICO Publication Scheme 
• Retention and Disposal of Documents Policy 
• Scheme of Documents to be Retained/Disposed of (Appendix A) 

155. Effectiveness of Internal Control 
Approved by the Council. 

156. Financial Matters 

156.2 Payments to be Approved 

• Clerk (Administration – March): £777.30 
• Oxford Pensions: £266.97 
• HMRC (PAYE): £247.08 
• TFM (Dog Bin Emptying – February): £55.85 



 

 

• OALC (2025/26 Subscription): £216.00 
All payments were approved and three invoices were shown to councillors from 
Julian Money, one for verge cutting for 24/25, £420, for Village Hall grounds and 
playground for the year 24/25 £1,945, and one for the grass cutting and keeping 
paths clear of weeds, hedge cutting for the year 24/25, £1,000.  

156.3 Approval of Signatories for Online Payments 
Cllrs Andrew Clark and David Polgreen were nominated and agreed to approve payments 
online. 

156.5 Disposition of Council Funds as of 28 February 2025 

• Current Account: £3,731.93 
• Savings Account: £20,291.84 
• Scottish Widows Account: £9,652.00 

Total: £33,675.77 
Balances were noted. 

156.6 Transfer Between Accounts 
Council approved a transfer of £5,000 from the Savings Account to the Current Account. 

157. Annual Parish Meeting Arrangements (22 April 2025) 
The Clerk confirmed that the April Parish Council Meeting will begin at 7:00 PM (30 minutes 
only), followed by the Annual Parish Meeting at 7:30 PM. 

158. Emergency Action Plan Update (JW) 
Work is ongoing. JW to report further at the next meeting. 

159. Update from the Traffic Working Party (DP, GS, AC) 
Further to the concerns raised during the Public Forum, the Working Party will meet to 
discuss traffic safety and public transport access. 
Action: DP to write to Oxford City Council requesting that the 108 bus continue to stop at 
the Village Shop, as this is a vital service point for many residents. 

160. Date of Next Meeting 
Tuesday 22 April 2025 

• 7:00 PM – Parish Council Meeting 
• 7:30 PM – Annual Parish Meeting 

The meeting ended at 9.05pm  


