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Minutes of the Meeting of Stanton St John Parish Council held on Monday 18th January 2021 at 

7.30pm via a video call. 

Present: Gina Moore (GM) (in the Chair), Andrew Clark (AC), Tom Goss (TG), David Polgreen (DP), 

Alex Smith (AS), Sarah Gray (SG) (District), Julie Stoyle (Clerk) and 5 members of the public 

148. Apologies: Tim Bearder (County Councillor) 

149. Declarations of interest in Agenda items: TG declared an interest in item 153.1 when we got to the 

item and he realised what it related to, the declaration of interest is that he is a volunteer for the Citizen 

Advice. 

150. Approve and sign minutes of meeting (via video call) held on Monday 21st December 2020 as 

previously circulated. These were accepted as a true record of the meeting and will be duly approved and 

signed by the Chair at the earliest convenience. 

151. Clerk’s Report 

151.1 Shepherds Pit / Bayswater Road Junction. Charles Campion from New College has confirmed that 

the Parish Council can go ahead with their plans to put a bank and ditch at the junction. Some funding 

may be available from the Gresswell Trust. ACTION: DP/AC to write the job specification for the work. 

ACTION: Clerk to obtain 3 quotes once the job specification has been approved by the Parish Council. 

151.2 VAS Sign on Bayswater Road. The pole for the sign has now been installed by OCC. The Clerk is 

working with the supplier to obtain all the necessary information to formally place the order. 

151.3 OCC Programmed Parish Tree Work – 10th– 12th March 2021. OCC have confirmed that the work is 

now scheduled for mid-March 2021.  

151.4 Damaged Post in the Play Area. The repair has not yet been actioned by the supplier. 

151.5 Parish Footpaths & Stiles. No update from the OCC officer as she is off sick. The information has 

been forwarded on to a different contact in OCC. A letter has also been written by the Clerk to the 

landowner about the state of the footpaths and bridlepaths, due to the use of an all-terrain vehicle being 

driven on them. 

151.6 Large Gate at Vehicle Entrance to Allotments. Charles Campion from New College is now aware 

and will take the necessary action. ACTION: Clerk to ensure Charles Campion realises it is the large 

vehicle gate. 

151.7 Temporary Road Closure, T8346, Mill Street 9th February 2021 0:30-15:30. ACTION: Clerk to send 

out an email to the Parish Council email circulation list just before the closure in February 2021. 

152. Planning 

152.1 Planning Applications received:  

P20/S4569/FUL Old Stowford Nurseries Bayswater Road near Barton OX3 9RZ. Enlargement and external 

alterations to existing single-storey outbuilding (to facilitate use as annexe to dwelling house or for use as 

home gym/office). The Parish Council discussed the plans and supports the application. 

P20/S4886/HH 21 Middle Road Stanton St John OX33 1HD. Removal of detached outbuilding, new two 

storey side and rear extension. The Parish Council discussed the planning application in detail and made 
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the following comment: they would like the stone cladding and design to be modified so that it is in 

keeping with the street view / scene and a more suitable design considered for a conservation area.  

152.2 Planning Decisions to be noted: None 

152.3 Planning Decisions Pending: None 

152.4 Planning Appeals in Progress: None 

153. Finance 

153.1 Applications for routine subscriptions and donations:  

 The Maple Tree (approved in general meeting section of Dec mtg)  £100.00 APPROVED 

 Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust Membership   £46.00 APPROVED 

 Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizen Advice     £400.00 APPROVED 

(The donation for Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizens Advice was based on the information that 9 

parishioners had been supported by them in the last 12 months at an average cost of £36 each. This was 

proposed by AC and seconded by AS, all voted in favour) 

ACTION: Clerk to check that the donation of £400 does not take the budget over the annual S137 limit. 

153.2 Accounts for payment  

 Administration to the Parish Council (1st Dec – 31st Dec 2020)              £839.99 APPROVED  

 HMRC (December 2020 – Employee £4.32 & Employer £13.25)  £17.57 APPROVED 

153.3 Receipts:  

 Oxfordshire County Council Grant (Traffic Project)  £1,000.00   

Interest                                £0.24 

153.4 Balances at bank  

  Current Account as of 31st December 2020   £30,516.22 

  Deposit Account as of 1st January 2021 (inc. interest)  £9,415.37 

153.5 Projects, Budget & Precept Setting for 2021/22. The precept form for 2021/22 has been submitted 

to SODC by the clerk.  

154. General Traffic Issues including Cox Lane, 30mph limit sign positional change. A detailed discussion 

took place regarding the next steps, how to involve the parish and what the priorities should be. ACTION: 

Parish councillors to circulate to each other the key points regarding the project and the next steps. 

ACTION: Parish councillors to meet offline to discuss the next steps and to keep the project moving. 

ACTION: Clerk to email TB and Anthony Kirkwood from OCC to enquire how the parish can understand 

further the options regarding 20mph speed limits / zones within the parish. 

155. Neighbourhood Plan. A meeting is planned with a Neighbourhood Plan consultant, Neil Homer, on 

the 27th January 2021, to understand the options, implications, and any other considerations the Parish 

Council should be aware of while considering whether to move forward or not with such a project. 

156. Code of Behaviour (Parish Council & Parishioners at meetings and general communications). The 

parish councillors have all reviewed the draft document. DP proposed that the ‘Code of Behaviour’ 

document was adopted subject to final amendments being made and circulated to all parish councillors. 

This was seconded by AC, with all parish councillors in favour. ACTION: GM to draft revised changes and 
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email them to TG for inclusion, with the document to be circulated for final approval and then to be 

adopted by the Parish Council. 

157. Land North of Bayswater Brook – Christ Church and Dorchester Residential. AC will be the Parish 

Council representative at the ‘enquiry by design’ which is due to start at the end of January 2021. 

ACTION: Parish councillors to email the clerk and AC the key points they wish him to raise during the 

process. 

158. New Village Hall Notice Board & New Position. One quote received but two further quotes are 

required. ACTION: Clerk to obtain 2 further quotes, which are to include delivery. 

159. SODC Grant Offer (Application Closing Date February 2021). The Parish Council discussed and 

agreed to apply for the grant to cover tree planting at the Shepherds Pit / Bayswater Road junction. 

ACTION: Clerk to draft the project proposal and circulate to the Parish Council before submitting the 

SODC grant request. 

160. Grass Cutting Contract 2021. Carried over. ACTION: DP, TG and Clerk to create a project 

specification of the work required. 

161. Verges & Kerb Tidy Up. This is one of the projects identified for 2021/22 and will be progressed in 

the coming financial year. 

162. Reflector Posts on Pound Lane. Carried over. ACTION: GM to liaise with Julian Money to see if the 

proposal to cut off the rotten wood and reinsert is possible and then to request a quote for the work. 

163. Misuse of Village Hall Car Park. The parish councillors discussed many options that could be 

implemented to deter misuse of the Village Hall car park. It was agreed to seek advice from Thames 

Valley Police regarding the most appropriate measures to progress. ACTION: Clerk to speak to Thames 

Valley Police about possible options and invite a representative to the next meeting.  

164. Delegated Powers. These will continue to be delegated to the Clerk until the February 2021 meeting 

due to the rise in Covid-19 cases. 

165. Cycle Path. No update from OCC on any changes. 

166. Covid-19 Support Network in Stanton St John. The support network will continue as it is. The Parish 

Council felt there was enough signage at the playground and will not be displaying the new suggested 

notice from SODC. 

167. Correspondence Received 

i) Healthwatch Oxfordshire, Rural Services Network, Police and Crime Bulletins, CPRE Oxfordshire 

Newsletter, The Rural Bulletin, Thames Valley Alerts, Community First, Neighbourhood Watch 

Newsletter, Public Sector Executive, Citizens Advice, Parish Online, ONPA 

ii) Tim Bearder County Councillor - circulated 

iii) OCC Communications including Primary School Enrolment Poster (placed on notice board)– circulated  

iv) Sarah Gray District Councillor Communications – circulated  

v) SODC Communications – circulated 

vi) OALC Communications – circulated  

vii) Multiple Coronavirus Communications from Various Organisations – circulated 

viii) email regarding litter in the field / road edges near the Bayswater Road – circulated 

ix) email from parishioner regarding several points following the Dec mtg - circulated 
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Meeting closed – 22.07 

Next Stanton St John Parish Council Meeting – Monday 15th February 2021 at 7.30pm 

 

PUBLIC FORUM 

Sarah Gray, District Councillor, updated the meeting regarding the ongoing issue of litter. She feels it 

needs a national campaign to tackle the issue.  

 

The Parish Transport Representative gave an update to the meeting about a new bus service being 

implemented by Stagecoach from Bicester to the JR Hospital, following an email sent to the Parish 

Council. Discussions are under way with Stagecoach to introduce a stop near the White House. 

 

A parishioner raised an issue regarding a high fence, which was reduced in height following an SODC 

planning application decision, which after 5 days was returned to the original height. ACTION: Clerk to 

raise with SODC Planning Enforcement Officer. 

They also raised a point regarding the ash trees which are on the field boundary as you leave Stanton St 

John on the B4027 and head towards Forest Hill. The trees have been damaged when cutting to the 

hedgerow has taken place.  

A representative of Rectory Farm was at the meeting and stated that when hedge cutting is undertaken, 

they try to avoid large trees. The parishioner stated the trees that have been damaged are single trees 

with no hedges nearby. Rectory Farm have taken an action to speak to their contractors to be more 

careful in future, particularly with ash trees. Another parishioner offered some oak trees if they are 

required in the parish. 

The parishioner also raised a concern about the conditions of local footpaths, stating that they know this 

is on the agenda and being progressed by the parish council.  

A parishioner highlighted a speeding issue on the B4027, stating that drivers frequently drive at 70mph. 

The parishioner is very much in support of moving the 30mph and has written to the OCC Officer 

regarding the matter. 

The parishioner also raised an issue about a large pothole in Cox Lane. The clerk confirmed that during 

lockdown she is unable to visit site and review the pothole but will raise directly with OCC. ACTION: Clerk 

to log the large pothole on Cox Lane directly with OCC. 

The digging out of the ditches on the B4027 was also raised, stating they require digging out between Cox 

Lane and the VAS sign. A suggestion was made as to whether this could be done by the individual within 

the parish who undertakes vegetation maintenance work. 

A parishioner suggested the posts in Pound Lane could have the bottom section made of plastic or metal 

to make them more durable. 

A question was also asked about the declaration of interest item on the previous minutes. GM explained 

that if any parish councillor has any interest, either minimal or more significant regarding any agenda 

items they must declare it at the start of the meeting. 

A representative from Rectory Farm informed the meeting that a temporary fence (basic wire and poles) 

behind Courtfield Road has been installed to mark the bridleway. They stated that this is now marking the 

correct location of the bridleway and it is over 3 metres wide, which is the legal requirement. 


